December 13, 2020
For Reflection

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

God’s gift to us is so great that we can
never repay the debt, and in no way can we
ever come close to equaling the generosity,
love, forgiveness and mercy of the Father.

Is 61: 1-2a, 10-11
1 Thes 5: 16-24
Jn 1: 6-8, 19-28

St. Charles, Artesian

St. Wilfrid, Woonsocket

Pastor: Fr. Kevin Doyle

St. Joseph, Wessington Springs

WELCOME!

Mass Times and Intentions

ⴕ Fr. Kevin Doyle

(All Masses are livestreamed on Fr. Kevin Doyle YouTube channel)
(All Masses are livestreamed on Fr. Kevin Doyle YouTube channel)

PO Box 266
Woonsocket, SD 57385
email: frkevindoyle@sfcatholic.org
Cell: (605) 220-6477
or (605) 796-4666

ARTESIAN
Saturday, December 12
Saturday, December 19

5:00pm - People of the Parishes
5:00pm - For the Souls in Purgatory

Executive Secretary of the Parishes
Gay Lynne Ames
Office: 605-796-4666
email: stwilfrid@sfcatholic.org

WESS SPGS
Sunday, December 13
Sunday, December 20

8:30am +Craig Larson
8:30am - People of the Parishes

WOONSOCKET
Sunday, December 13
Monday, December 14
Tuesday, December 15
Wednesday, December 16

Thursday, December 17
Friday, December 18
Saturday, December 19
Sunday, December 20

9:30am Rosary
10:00am +Charles Swenson
5:15pm +Avis Elenz
5:15pm - Family of Irene Hohn
4:00pm - Intention of the CDA
4:45pm - Rosary & Meeting
6:00pm - Family Potluck
5:15pm - For Persecuted Christians
5:15pm +Pam Kelly & +Lois Knapp
8:30am +Myrna Knigge
9:30am Rosary
10:00am +Robert Lee (RL) Larson

Please join us often; “Truly this is an abode of God,
the gateway to heaven!” (Gen. 28:17)
Use form in entry to register so you can receive a
Bishops Bulletin, envelopes, a warm welcome
and be a parish member.

BAPTISMS and a class beforehand;
MARRIAGE must prepare at least six
months before; ANNOINTING of SICK at
the church or the rectory before surgery
or in need, or any of these ask Fr. Kevin
Ask for COMMUNION for shut-ins.

CONFESSIONS - Artesian

CONFESSIONS - Woonsocket

CONFESSIONS – Wessington Springs

Anytime upon request.

Anytime upon request.

Anytime upon request.

CALENDAR
Monday
DECEMBER 14
St. John of the Cross, Priest
and Doctor of the Church
Nm 24: 2-7, 15-17a
Mt 21: 23-27
Tuesday
DECEMBER 15
Advent Weekday
Zep 3: 1-2. 9-13
Mt 21: 28-32
Wednesday
DECEMBER 16
Advent Weekday
Is 45: 6c-8. 18. 21c-25
Lk 7: 18b-2
Thursday
DECEMBER 17
Late Advent Weekday
Gn 49: 2. 8-10
Mt 1: 1-17
Friday
DECEMBER 18
Late Advent Weekday
Jer 23: 5-8
Mt 1: 18-25
Saturday
DECEMBER 19
Late Advent Weekday
Jgs 13: 2-7. 24-25a
Lk 1: 5-25

Fr. Kevin’s Reflections:
This Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, is called Gaudete Sunday or “rejoice” Sunday. Yes
… Rose Sunday. The season of Advent does … in a way … does take on the flavor as Lent.
In the midst of the liturgical color purple (the color associated with repentance [… “make
straight our path to God”…] and, alms giving […” the time of year where want is keenly felt
and abundance rejoices”…], and … prayer) we see the liturgical color rose which calls us to
rejoice (don’t give up … what we want is very close!)
This may seem a little odd or polarized to be both repenting and rejoicing at the same
time. This season calls us, on one hand, to see that we need God’s mercy and forgiveness as
we acknowledge our sins and
weaknesses. On the other hand, this season calls us to see
ourselves as worthy, capable and chosen witnesses of the Gospel in the world today. Despite
our unworthiness, God finds us worthy to be part of the Body of Christ filled with His Holy
Spirit, carrying the dignity of a son or daughter of God (see ourselves as, by God’s grace,
princes and princesses of the Kingdom).
We are to rejoice in the mercy, compassion,
forgiveness and perfect love of God the Father.
I am sure that you have had it happen in your life that someone has given you
something; or, someone has helped you in so great a fashion that you could never possibly
repay them. We are filled with humility in those moments as well as profound gratitude,
appreciation and love. We are to take that human experience and relate it to our relationship
with God. God’s gift to us is so great that we can never repay the debt, and in no way can we
ever come close to equaling the generosity, love, forgiveness and mercy of the Father. This
is what tells us to rejoice this Sunday in the midst of the call to repent in Advent.
I am looking forward to our Christmas celebrations. I am especially looking forward
to the Masses on Christmas Eve. It is usually the time in the big city churches where you
cannot even begin to quantify the number of people and cars and where all of the cars will be
parked! But, for our parishes … this is never a problem! Our families come together to
celebrate and worship. As we ready ourselves for Christmas Mass, we need to be prepared to
welcome our fellow weekly parishioners; as well as those who are, weekly church going people
who have come home or come to visit us. Also, we will need to be ready for some of our
separated brothers and sisters who do not regularly celebrate Mass (or our Catholic Faith) to
join us again! We need to welcome them with open arms and to live the Gospel we say we
believe. Our separated brothers and sisters need to see us as humble and repentant; but also,
as people who rejoice in the love of the Father. I really don’t have to emphasis this very much
… after the Christmas at the Cathedral … we can be proud of the welcome extended to those
who came to our area for this moment in time.
To that point, I wish to offer my profound gratitude for your generosity from all the
parishes that extended the greatest gift God gives to humanity … time. Thank you all … and
you all know who you are … in giving and for giving. And, I know … as God knows … those
who gave without the left hand knowing what the right hand has done! God did bless us!
Now … let us prepare to continue to give Him the joy, glory and honor in the rest of our Advent
… Christmas … and forever.

Consecration Prayer for Our Diocese to Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Joseph
Sunday
DECEMBER 20
FOURTH SUNDAY OF
ADVENT
2 Sm 7: 1-5. 8b-12. 14a. 16
Rom 16: 25-27
Lk 1: 26-38

Our Lady of Guadalupe, we consecrate ourselves to you, for you do not abandon any
person who loves your Son, Jesus, but instead accompany the Christian people in true
discipleship.
We pledge ourselves to you, O most beautiful Virgin, and entrust ourselves, an our diocese,
to your powerful intercession for you have never forsaken the prayer of faith, but
constantly show to your Son the sorrows of your heart, that He may have favor towards all
who turn to you.
Remember, O most chaste spouse of the Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone
who implored your help and sought your intercession were left unassisted. Full of
confidence in your power I fly unto you and beg your protection. Despise not O Guardian of
the Redeemer my humble supplication, but in your bounty, hear and answer me. Amen.

Coming Events
Dec. 17, 18, 19, 20 - 24th Annual Christmas at the Cathedral
of Saint Joseph. This year’s theme, “That’s My God!” Tickets
or private viewing code can be purchased on-line at
www.ccfesd.org , phone 605.988.3765, by email
events@ccfesd.org or by stopping at the Catholic
Community Foundation Office (523 N Duluth Ave).
Jan 31, 2021 - SD Right-to-Life Annual Rally and Hour of
Reflection. Gather and march 12:30-1:30 pm.
Hour of reflection 2:00-3:00 pm. All CCD classes (7th-12th)
required to attend. All are invited. State Capitol, Pierre.
Ground floor.

Saint John of the Cross’ Story
1542-1591

John is a saint because his life was a heroic effort to
live up to his name: “of the Cross.” The folly of the
cross came to full realization in time. “Whoever
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me” (Mark 8:34b) is the story of John’s life. The Paschal
Mystery—through death to life—strongly marks John as
reformer, mystic-poet, and theologian-priest.
Ordained a Carmelite priest in 1567 at age 25, John met Teresa of
Avila and like her, vowed himself to the primitive Rule of the
Carmelites. As partner with Teresa and in his own right, John
engaged in the work of reform, and came to experience the price
of reform: increasing opposition, misunderstanding, persecution,
imprisonment. He came to know the cross acutely—to experience
the dying of Jesus—as he sat month after month in his dark, damp,
narrow cell with only his God.
Yet, the paradox! In this dying of imprisonment John came to life,
uttering poetry. In the darkness of the dungeon, John’s spirit came
into the Light. There are many mystics, many poets; John is unique
as mystic-poet, expressing in his prison-cross the ecstasy of
mystical union with God in the Spiritual Canticle.
But as agony leads to ecstasy, so John had his Ascent to Mt.
Carmel, as he named it in his prose masterpiece. As manChristian-Carmelite, he experienced in himself this purifying
ascent; as spiritual director, he sensed it in others; as
psychologist-theologian, he described and analyzed it in his prose
writings. His prose works are outstanding in underscoring the cost
of discipleship, the path of union with God: rigorous discipline,
abandonment, purification. Uniquely and strongly John
underlines the gospel paradox: The cross leads to resurrection,
agony to ecstasy, darkness to light, abandonment to possession,
denial to self to union with God. If you want to save your life, you
must lose it. John is truly “of the Cross.” He died at 49—a life
short, but full.

Prayer – Participation – Generosity
St. Joseph: 12/6 – Env. (13) $725; Loose $168; Mass
Intentions $100; CFSA $60; Total $1053
St. Charles: 12/5 – Env. (5) $155; Total $155
St. Wilfrid: 12/6 – Env. (21) $955; Loose $20; Mass
Intentions $10; CFSA 250; Other $150; Total $1881

Excerpt taken from:
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-john-ofthe-cross
Saint John of the Cross is the Patron Saint of: Mystics

"Silence is God's first language." ~ John of the Cross

Our Parish Community
Four Corner News
St. Wilfrid Parish

St. Joseph Parish

CDA’s next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 16
with Mass at 4:00 PM, and rosary and meeting to follow.
Christmas Potluck with spouses and invited guests will be at
6:00 PM.
Memorializing a Family Member
Those interested in donating funds for speakers would be a
great gift to the parish for years to come. The cost is $1000
per speaker – a total of 10 speakers once the project is
complete.
(Holy Days of Obligation)
Christmas Mass and Mother of God Mass Schedule
Thursday, Dec. 24th
10:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass
st
Friday, Jan 1
7:00 PM
Mother of God Mass

Greeter/Usher
J Tiede/R Westendorf
D & L Christian

Lector
B Steichen
B Steichen

E. Min.
C Larson
B White

St Charles Parish
(Holy Days of Obligation)
Christmas Mass and Mother of God Mass Schedule
Friday, Dec. 25th
Friday, Jan. 1st

9:00 AM
5:15 PM

Christmas Day Mass
Mother of God Mass

Next Week’s Ministry Schedule

Date
20-Dec

G. B.
T&A
Olson

(Holy Days of Obligation)
Christmas Mass and Mother of God Mass Schedule
Thursday, Dec 24th
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass
st
Thursday, Dec 31
5:30 pm Mother of God Vigil Mass
Next Week’s Ministry Schedule

Date
20-Dec

Lector
Jason

24-Dec

Alicia

E. Minister
Mona,Cathy

Server (1)
Kolousek girls

Rosary
Volunteer

Alexis or Lily

Alicia

St. Placidus - Duncan (St. Joseph)
Christmas Eve Mass - Thursday, December 24th at 4:00 pm!

Next Week’s Ministry Schedule

Date
20-Dec
24-Dec

A Thank You to Delores Fuegen for loaning her exquisite
handmade Nativity quilt to the church for Advent and
Christmas. Look for it hanging above the double doors as
you leave church!

Servers Lector
E.M.
Usher
Cami & K Olson C Untr/
C Untr/
Evie
G Bechen C Grassel

Come Join St. Wilfrid LIVE For Daily Rosary and Mass
St. Wilfrid’s livestream 5:15 pm daily Masses include a
Rosary prayed at 4:50 pm prior to Mass. What a great way
to feel connected in our parishes! All are welcome to join
our rosary prayer group in person or via Fr. Kevin Doyle’s
YouTube Channel. If you would like to have a special prayer
dedicated for the Rosary, please contact Cindy Larson by
email: kclarson@santel.net or call at 605-796-4169.
The Catholic Family Services is sponsoring an

Advent Baby Shower
November 29 – December 24
Suggested Items Include new, unwrapped
NEWBORN through 12 Months of the Following:

2021 Catholic Daughter
National Education Contest
Court Holy Heart #163 (St. Wilfrid)
invites students from all three parishes (Sts. Wilfrid, Joseph
and Charles) to participate in the 2021 Catholic Daughter
National Education Contest.
Categories are: Art, Essay, Poetry, Computer Art,
Music and Photography.
Contest themes are: "Let All You Do Be Done with
Love" Cor. 16:14 or Show Love to One Another.
A participant needs to create an original idea for the entry.
All entries must be submitted by January 15, 2021.
Entry forms are available at the entry of the church.

Sleepers & Pajamas
Onesies & Undershirts
Socks & Booties
Blankets
Hats, Mittens & Outerwear
Wipes
Baby Lotion & Shampoo

0-12 Month Outfits
Bottles
Bibs
Diapers
Rattles & toys
Pacifiers
Burp Rags

An Advent Crib is located at the vestibule (entrance) of the
church in all three parishes.
Your donations to the Sanborn County Christmas Caring Tree
can help the less fortunate in the Sanborn County area.
If you would like to make a contribution, please
stop at the First National Bank in Woonsocket or call
796-4422. (Sponsored by the Woonsocket Community Club)

c
How can I give this Advent/Christmas Season
to truly honor my Lord and King?

Bishop DeGrood Announces His Consecrating Our Entire Diocese to
Our Lady of Guadalupe and to St. Joseph
This coming Saturday, December 12th, Bishop DeGrood will be privately offering prayers of deliverance from evil
over everyone and everything in our diocese. The reason he is offering the prayers of deliverance is so any evil
influence will be removed so everyone and every place in our diocese can live in the freedom of God’s grace and
love. Bishop DeGrood asks for your prayers as he prays privately for removal of evil on our diocese of any form. At
the 4 PM Mass on Saturday, December 12th, Bishop DeGrood will be consecrating our entire diocese to Our Lady of
Guadalupe and to St. Joseph. St. Joseph is the patron of our diocese and the patron of the Universal Church. He
wants to be our spiritual father. And God knows, our need for God and those who can rally around us and surround
us in love. That is what St. Joseph does, and that is what Our Blessed Mother does.
Various Prayers are provided by Bishop DeGrood. The following is a Cleansing Prayer that parishioners may pray for
themselves and with their families:
Lord, Jesus, thank you for sharing with us Your wonderful ministry of healing and deliverance. Thank You for the
healing we have seen and experienced today. But we realize that the sickness and evil we encountered are more
than our humanities can bear. So cleanse us of any sadness, negativity or despair that we may have picked up
during the course of this ministry.
If our ministry has tempted us to anger, impatience or lust, cleanse us of those temptations and replace them
with love, joy and peace. If any evil spirits have attached themselves to us or oppress us in any way, I command
You, spirits of earth, air, fire or water, of the netherworld or of nature, and all spirits not of the Holy Spirit to
depart now and go straight to Jesus Christ, for Him to deal with as He wills.
Come, Holy Spirit, renew us, fill us anew with Your Power, Love and Joy. Strengthen us where we have felt weak
and clothe us with Your Light. Fill us with life. And Lord Jesus, please send Your holy angels to minister to us and
our families and to guard and protect us from all sickness, harm and accidents and guard us on a safe trip home,
and grant us a peaceful night’s rest. We praise You now and forever, + Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! Amen.

Greetings from Fr. Paul Nereparampil
Dear friends,
I wish you all a Blessed and Joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year. CHRISTMAS is
the time to remember the wonderful gifts God the Father has given us through Jesus Christ, the
Incarnated Love, the Baby Jesus. In this context, St. James (cf. 2:14-17) reminds us that our faith
and love should be re-incarnated in the form of action.
I was hungry and you formed a humanitarian club and discussed my hunger. I was
imprisoned and you crept off quietly to your chapel and prayed for my release. I was naked and
in your mind you debated the morality of My appearance. I was sick and you knelt and thanked
God for your good health. I was homeless and you preached to Me of the spiritual shelter of the
love of God. I was lonely and you left Me alone, saying: “God be with you.”
Let us try to see that Jesus in our fellow human beings who are craving for His
Incarnated Love through our selfless love and service. Remember His words: “Whatever you did
to the least of my brothers is done to Me”.
May Jesus, the Incarnated Love, and His Blessed Mother be with you at this Christmas
time and throughout the New Year 2021.
With love and prayers,
Fr. Paul Nereparampil, CMI
My contact address in USA
c/o Pat and Theresa Hoarty
22509 376th Ave
Wessington Springs SD 57382

My India address
Superior, Carmel Nivas
P.O. Burman Road, Kareli
Narasinghpur DT
487221, M.P. INDIA

