December 26, 2021

For Reflection

The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

Open my heart, O Lord,
to listen to the
words of your Son.

St. Charles, Artesian
Saturday 5 PM

Mi 5: 1-4a
Heb 10: 5-10
Lk 1: 39-45

St. Wilfrid, Woonsocket
Jan. – June Sunday 10:30 AM
July – Dec. Sunday 8:30 AM

Mass Times and Intentions

WELCOME!

(Masses are livestreamed on Fr. Kevin Doyle YouTube channel)
(All Masses are livestreamed on Fr. Kevin Doyle YouTube channel)

Pastor: Fr. Kevin Doyle

ARTESIAN

Sat, Dec 25
Sun, Dec 26
Sat, Jan 1

9:00am Mass - +Clair Lambert
3:30-4:30pm - Confessions (Or anytime upon request)
5:00pm MASS +Raeburn Moore
3:30-4:30pm - Confessions (Or anytime upon request)
5:00pm Mass - In Thanksgiving for Our Many Blessings

PO Box 266
Woonsocket, SD 57385
email: frkevindoyle@sfcatholic.org
Cell: (605) 220-6477
or (605) 796-4666

8:00am Rosary
8:30am MASS - People of the Parishes
12:00-1:00pm - Confessions (Or anytime upon request)
5:15pm MASS +Cecil Simmons (- Roy & +Phil Heintzman)
5:15pm MASS - Sonia from Brazil
8:00am Rosary
8:30am MASS +Fred Geisler

Executive Secretary of the Parishes
Gay Lynne Ames
Office: 605-796-4666
email: stwilfrid@sfcatholic.org

WESS SPGS
Sun, Dec 26
Mon, Dec 27
Tues, Dec 28
Sun, Jan 2

Please join us often;
“Truly this is an abode of God,
the gateway to heaven!” (Gen. 28:17)
Use form in entry to register so you can receive a
Bishops Bulletin, envelopes, a warm welcome
and be a parish member.

WOONSOCKET
Sun, Dec 26
Mon, Dec 27
Tues, Dec 28
Wed, Dec 29
Thurs, Dec 30
Fri, Dec 31
Sat, Jan 1
Sun, Jan 2

St. Joseph, Wessington Springs
Jan. – June Sunday 8:30 AM
July – Dec. Sunday 10:30 AM

10:00am - Rosary
10:30am MASS +Ray Scherschligt
NO MASS
NO MASS
5:15pm MASS +Bernice Rankin
5:15pm MASS +Leonard Brown
5:15pm MASS - Prayers for the First to Die in our Parish
8:30am MASS - For an End to Abortion
12:00-1:00pm - Confessions (Or anytime upon request)
10:00am - Rosary
10:30am MASS - People of the Parishes

CONFESSIONS - Artesian
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 pm
Or anytime upon request

Ask Fr. Kevin for any of the following:
BAPTISM require a class beforehand;
MARRIAGE must prepare at least six months before;
ANOINTING OF SICK at the church before surgery
or in need.

CONFESSIONS - Woonsocket
Saturdays 12-1:00 pm
Or anytime upon request

CONFESSIONS – Wessington
Mondays
12-1:00 pm
Springs
Or anytime upon request

CALENDAR
Monday
DECEMBER 27
St. John, Apostle and
Evangelist
I Jn 1: 1-4
Jn 20: 1a, 2-8
Tuesday
DECEMBER 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
I Jn 1: 5—2:2
Mt 2: 13-18
Wednesday
DECEMBER 29
Fifth Day within the Octave of
the Nativity of the Lord

Fr. Kevin’s Reflections:
Growing up, I always remember the picture that hung over my grandfather’s bed. Every
Christmas, the Clan would gather … and … in order to get to the nearest bathroom (or at least the less
used bathroom), you would have to go through grandma and grandpa’s room to use theirs. And …
there I would see the Holy Family picture.
The Feast of the Holy Family is one of those days when I kind of feel sorry for a lot of people.
You see growing up in an Irish family (where you know your fifth cousins) was not always the best …
you had to learn how to share! When you would bring the better of the gifts you got under the tree that
year to the family gathering… you discovered nothing was ever really just yours. You had to learn
how to wait your turn and the littlest always got to go first. (Thank goodness I was on that end of the
family tree.)
Still we would look at the families who never “got together” with the clan … and feel sorry for
them. Who did they get to play with… who did they get so “show off” the prize gift of the year? Who
was there to get them out of trouble with mom or dad? How did they deal with all that “alone” time
just playing by themselves? Who did they find to play board games with? Who did they tease and
chase around the house? What kind of stories did they tell if they were the only ones getting into
trouble?

I Jn 2: 3-11
Lk 2: 22-35

For myself being part of an Irish Clan, the Holy Family is more properly spelled, “wholly
family”. Our families are supposed to be modeled on the Holy Family; but, it is more the wholeness of
the family that is what we are supposed to desire. This wholeness is the love … compassion …
empathy … spirit of caring … spirit of teaching that Jesus shared with the world. We know that many
of these elements of wholeness are not integral to the human person … but rather … are learned within
the family context.

Thursday
DECEMBER 30
Sixth Day within the Octave
of the Nativity of the Lord
I Jn 2: 12-17
Lk 2: 36-40

When you think about it … where did Jesus learn / experience this wholeness? Jesus began in the
home where He was raised, just as the wholeness of our “personhood” begins in the home. I
remember often my grandfather saying, “these are not my rules, these are God’s rules and you need to
learn to follow them.” Jesus was obedient to His father Joseph. Joseph must have been an incredible
man! Why? Because … when Jesus was asked how to pray … it was Joseph who gave God His Name:
“Our Father, Who art in heaven …”

FRIDAY
DECEMBER 31
Seventh Day within the
Octave of the Nativity
of the Lord

Our relationship with Jesus, Mary, Joseph and our Father in heaven is a family relationship and
there are times we really need to reflect on that and how we are living that familial relationship out in
our daily lives. Our Father in heaven: grandpa - nobody disappoints grandpa. Joseph: our father here
on earth who teaches us a trade and a good work ethic. Mary our mother: who teaches us compassion,
forgiveness, love and guidance: “do whatever my Son tells you to do”. Jesus our brother: always has
our back always gets us out of trouble and forgives all our failings. Our Holy Family is the best.

St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and
Martyr

St. Sylvester I, Pope

I Jn 2: 18-21
Jn 1: 1-18
SATURDAY
JANUARY 1
FIRST SATURDAY
The Octave Day of the Nativity
of the Lord; Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
(Not a Holy Day of
Obligation this year)

Nm 6: 22-27
Gal 4: 4-7
Lk 2: 16-21
Sunday
JANUARY 2
Epiphany of the Lord

Is 60: 1-6
Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6
Mt 2: 1-12

2022
Calendars
have arrived!
Two styles to
chose from.

Starting January 1, 2022
Prayer for “the next parishioner
that will die.” One minute of
silence and prayer after Mass.

Worldwide Synod on Synodality
In May of 2021, Pope Francis called on every member
of the church around the world to become participants
in the “Synod on Synodality.” The official name of this
synod is “For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation, and Mission.”
The diocesan phase of the Synod on Synodality began
in October of 2021 and will conclude by April 1, 2022.
The diocese has established a steering committee to
organize the diocese’s consultation and have identified
a calendar of major milestones. Each parish pastor has
those details, and they will be available on the
diocesan website (sfcatholic.org) in early December.
More on this subject can be found in The Bishop’s
Bulletin, December 2021 Issue, Pages 10-11.
https://www.sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin/

Prayer for the Synod
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen.

Coming Events
Jan 19-23, 2022 - March for Life – The diocese of Sioux Falls will be participating in
the march and invites you to come along. (Join the Diocese’s bus ride to
our Nation’s Capital.)
Jan 30, 2022 – Right to Life Rally at the South Dakota’s State Capitol, Pierre.
Noon to 3:00 pm. A bus will be provided.

The Story of the Holy Innocents
Saints of the Day - December 28
Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was unpopular with his people because of his
connections with the Romans and his religious indifference. Hence he was
insecure and fearful of any threat to his throne. He was a master politician and
a tyrant capable of extreme brutality. He killed his wife, his brother, and his
sister’s two husbands, to name only a few.
Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was “greatly troubled” when astrologers
from the east came asking the whereabouts of “the newborn king of the Jews,”
whose star they had seen. They were told that the Jewish Scriptures named
Bethlehem as the place where the Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly
told them to report back to him so that he could also “do him homage.” They
found Jesus, offered him their gifts, and warned by an angel, avoided Herod on
their way home. Jesus escaped to Egypt.
Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem
and its vicinity two years old and under.” The horror of the massacre and the
devastation of the mothers and fathers led Matthew to quote Jeremiah: “A
voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for
her children…” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the wife of Jacob (Israel). She is
pictured as weeping at the place where the Israelites were herded together by
the conquering Assyrians for their march into captivity.
Reflection
The Holy Innocents are few in comparison to the genocide and abortion of our
day. But even if there had been only one, we recognize the greatest treasure
God put on the earth—a human person, destined for eternity, and graced by
Jesus’ death and resurrection.
The Holy Innocents are the Patron Saints of Babies.
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/holy-innocents

Prayer – Participation – Generosity
St. Joseph: 12/19 – Env. $975; Loose $136; Holy Day $10;
CFSA $105; Total $1226
St. Charles: 12/18– Env. $1185; Loose $24; Total $1209
St. Wilfrid: 12/19 – Env. $1588; Loose $188; CFSA $200;
Mass Intentions $20; Total $1996
Continued

Some have traced the origins back to Jewish festival
customs, such as circumcision of the Jewish boy was on
the eighth day, the feast of Tabernacles lasted seven days
“On the 8th day of Christmas, my true love
and concluded with a solemnity, forming an octave, and
gave to me...“ Everyone is familiar with the
the feast of the Dedication of the Temple by Solomon and
carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” And
purification lasted eight days. It is also said that Jesus rose
although some people have already thrown
from the dead on the eighth day (which is why Sundays
their Christmas tree to the curb and taken
are considered on par with solemnities). The development
down their Christmas decorations, there are the reminders that “Remember,
of the octaves within the liturgy was gradual, and it was
Christmas is not just one day.”
not until the 8th century that Rome celebrated octaves for
True, Catholics recognize that Christmas is not only on December 25. The secular certain feasts.
carol reminds us there are twelve days of Christmas to January 6, the Epiphany.
Octaves in the liturgy mean every day within the octave is
But the Church’s liturgy actually emphasizes the eight days or octave of Christmas.
the feast all over again. There are subtleties, so it is more
The Church recognizes that the days of the Christmas Octave are repeating the
of a “little” Christmas rather than the actual solemnity,
solemnness of Christmas for eight days, concluding on a high note with another
but technically days in the octave is Christmas all over
solemnity that echoes the solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord.
again.
An octave is the eight-day period during which Easter or Christmas is celebrated,
The Octave of Christmas emphasizes truth in the words of
and includes the actual feast. The eighth day is also called the octave or “octave
the Christmas carol, because the days of the Christmas
day,” and days in between are said to be “within the octave.”
Octave are actual days of Christmas.
From Christmas Day until January 1st, the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Excerpt from:
the Mother of God, is the Octave Day of Christmas.
https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/octave-

The Octave of Christmas

Why eight days? The number eight is supposed to represent perfection or rest.

christmas/

Our Parish Community
Four Corner News
St. Wilfrid Parish

St. Joseph Parish

CCD Program
There will be no CCD on Dec. 29th.
Confirmation Students
Congratulations to Rylan Grassel for winning 1st Place in the junior
division of the 2021 SD Right to Life Essay Contest! First place winners
received $300 and are invited to read their essays at the The Hour of
Reflection at the State Capitol in Pierre on Jan 30th.
Mark your calendars for the Right to Life Rally on Jan. 30th at the South
Dakota’s State Capitol, Pierre. Noon to 3:00 pm. A bus will be provided.
Thank You
The harvest is plentiful! A gift of grain was donated to St. Wilfrid Parish.
Those who are interested in gifting grain, please contact the local
elevator.
Adoration Chapel
The chapel flooring is now installed – a thank you for those who helped.
We are now looking into acquiring chairs with kneelers.
Knights of Columbus
Next KC Meeting will be Wed., Jan 12th at 8:00pm.
KC’s will be having a Supper/Bingo night Thursday, Jan 27th. Supper at
6pm and Bingo at 7pm. (Jason & Jeff Howard)
Catholic Daughters
A Parish Potluck is planned for Sunday, Jan 9th after 10:30am Mass.
Adult Education Night
Adult education night to start Thursday, Jan. 6th at 7:00pm. “How Does
God Come to Us?
Ministry schedule

CCD Program
There will be no CCD on Dec. 29th.
Confirmation Students
Congratulations to Peyton Walz for wining 5th place in the junior
division of the 2021 SD Right to Life Essay Contest! Fifth place
winners received $100.
Published letter to the Editor in Mitchell or Huron newspapers on
recent article is due December 31st.
Mark your calendars for the Right to Life Rally on Jan. 30th at the South
Dakota’s State Capitol, Pierre. Noon to 3:00 pm. A bus will be
provided.
Handpainted Nativity
Please take time to admire the beautiful new handpainted Nativity set
and stable, donated in memory of Viorene McEldowney by her
family. If you are interested in adding figurines to the set in honor or
in memory of a loved one, please contact Janet Kolousek.
Adult Faith Formation
Catholicism – Journey Around the World and Deep into the Faith.
Starts Monday, Jan. 3rd.
Ministry schedule

Date
26-Dec

Greeter
J Ames,

Gift Bearer
S & D Larson

R Westendorf

2-Jan

J Tiede,
D Regynski

Usher
J Ames,

Lector
B Steichen

J Tiede,
D Regynski

Randy &

Ushers

Gift Carrier

Craig

Family

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Rosary

Jason Kolousek Volunteer
Volunteer

Whites

GriefShare is a worldwide Christian grief program for adults. It
blends faith, educational videos, a personal workbook and group
discussion. The video series is watched as a large group followed
by small group discussions according to the participant's particular
loss (loss of a spouse, child, parent, sibling etc.) The program will
run for 11 weeks with 13 different topics surrounding grief being
covered.

Lector
Katie Olson
Ed Grassel

St. Wilfrid’s 2022 CDA Education Contest –
deadline January 12, 2022
Themes: “With God All Things Are Possible”
Or “Where is God in my life when I am struggling”
May submit entry for each theme for categories:
Art, Computer Art, Essay, Music, Photography or Poetry
Grades 4 through 12 plus Adult CDA members may enter. Information
packets available Church entry, the Parish Office or CCD teachers.

Trivia Question: The
octave day of Christmas
is_________________.
Answer: January 1st, the
Solemnity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Food & Fellowship
Sunday, January 9th
after 10:30 Mass
Catholic Daughters
Court Holy Heart

2-Jan Volunteer Volunteer

Servers
Kolousek
Girls

B Steichen B White

St Charles Parish

St. Wilfrid Parish Potluck

Mona

Catholic Family Services is honored to host and facilitate
St. Joseph Cathedral's GriefShare program!

Ministry schedule

Servers
Evie
Carley

E. Min

Server
T Eddy

Money Counters:
26 Dec – Drew & Jennifer Hansen
2 Jan – Barb White & Pat Carsrud

Date
25-Dec
1-Jan

Lector
Jason

E. Min
A Jost

R Westendorf

J Voorhees,
R Kirsch

Date
26-Dec

GriefShare will begin again on February 1, 2022 from 6-8pm. Cost
of the workbook is $20 (scholarships available) and there will be
an opportunity for a free will offering to help cover the additional
costs. For more information about GriefShare, or to register,
please contact Catholic Family Services at 605-988-3775 or
email cfs@sfcatholic.org.
Space is limited and pre-registration is required.
Prayer Requests
Please pray for: Glen Hohn, John Baysinger, Cherie Olson,

Father Altman, Irene Hohn, Bob Eickhoff, Bernice Burg,
Florence Tiede, Sandy and Gary Willman, Jim Sandness, Jacob
Anderson, Tyler, Karlie and Indie Krueger, Billy Fuerst.

Need a prayer for someone?
St. Wilfrid Parish:
Contact Cindy Larson
at 605-796-4169
or email:
kclarson@santel.net

St. Joseph Parish:
Contact Liza Kolousek
at 605-680-4122
or email:
liza92@hotmail.com

