May 16, 2021

For Reflection

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

“Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is
the Son of God, God remains in him
and he in God.”

St. Charles, Artesian
Saturday 5 PM

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Acts 1: 1-11
Eph 1: 17-23
Mk 16: 15-20

St. Wilfrid, Woonsocket
Jan. – June Sunday 10:30 AM
July – Dec. Sunday 8:30 AM

St. Joseph, Wessington Springs
Jan. – June Sunday 8:30 AM
July – Dec. Sunday 10:30 AM

Pastor: Fr. Kevin Doyle

WELCOME!

Mass Times and Intentions
(Masses are livestreamed on Fr. Kevin Doyle YouTube channel)
(All Masses are livestreamed on Fr. Kevin Doyle YouTube channel)
ARTESIAN
Saturday, May 15
Saturday, May 22

ⴕ Fr. Kevin Doyle
PO Box 266
Woonsocket, SD 57385
email: frkevindoyle@sfcatholic.org
Cell: (605) 220-6477
or (605) 796-4666

3:30-4:30pm - Confessions (Or anytime upon request)
5:00pm MASS - People of the Parishes
3:30-4:30pm - Confessions (Or anytime upon request)
5:00pm MASS +Betty Goudy Wallman

WESS SPGS
Sunday, May 16
Monday, May 17
Tuesday, May 18
Sunday, May 23

8:00am Rosary
8:30am MASS +Margaret Johnson
12:00-1:00pm - Confessions (Or anytime upon request)
5:15pm MASS +LaVaughn Grieve
5:15pm MASS +Leeland Klug
8:00am Rosary
8:30am MASS - People of the Parishes

WOONSOCKET
Sunday, May 16
Monday, May 17
Tuesday, May 18
Wednesday, May 19
Thursday, May 20
Friday, May 21
Saturday, May 22
Sunday, May 23

10:00am Rosary
10:30am MASS +Phil and -Ray Heintzman
NO MASS
NO MASS
4:00pm MASS - Intention of the CDA
4:45pm - Rosary and CDA Meeting
5:15pm MASS - For an End to Abortion
7:00pm - From Christendom to Apostolic Missions Study
5:15pm MASS -Liv'g and +Dec'd Members of the Voorhees Family
8:30am MASS +Loren Tiede
12:00-1:00pm - Confessions (Or anytime upon request)
10:00am Rosary
10:30am MASS +Tony Spader

Executive Secretary of the Parishes
Gay Lynne Ames
Office: 605-796-4666
email: stwilfrid@sfcatholic.org
Please join us often; “Truly this is an abode of God,
the gateway to heaven!” (Gen. 28:17)
Use form in entry to register so you can receive a
Bishops Bulletin, envelopes, a warm welcome
and be a parish member.

BAPTISMS and a class beforehand;
MARRIAGE must prepare at least six
months before; ANOINTING of SICK at
the church or the rectory before surgery
or in need, or any of these ask Fr. Kevin
Ask for COMMUNION for shut-ins.

CONFESSIONS - Artesian
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 pm
Or anytime upon request

CONFESSIONS - Woonsocket

CONFESSIONS – Wessington Springs

Saturdays 12-1:00 pm
Or anytime upon request

Mondays 12-1:00 pm
Or anytime upon request

CALENDAR
Monday
MAY 17
Easter Weekday
Acts 19: 1-8
Jn 16: 29-33
Tuesday
MAY 18
Easter Weekday
St. John I, Pope and Martyr
Acts 20: 17-27
Jn 17: 1-11a
Wednesday
MAY 19
Easter Weekday
Acts 20: 23-38
Jn 17: 11b-19
Thursday
MAY 20
Easter Weekday
St. Bemardine of Siena,
Priest
Acts 22: 30, 23-6: 11
Jn 17: 20-26
FRIDAY
MAY 21
St. Christopher Magallanes,
Priest and Companions,
Martyrs
Acts 25: 13b-21
Jn 21: 15-19
SATURDAY
MAY 22
Easter Weekday
St. Rita of Cascia, Religious
Acts 28: 16-20, 30-31
Jn 21: 20-25
Sunday
MAY 23
PENTECOST SUNDAY
Acts 2: 1-11
Cor 12: 3b-7, 12-13
Jn 20: 19-23

Fr. Kevin’s Reflections:
This is also a great moment for all of us to reflect on our own view of Confirmation as a
Sacrament. Some parents and grandparents may view Confirmation as the “end,” …meaning
… “I’ve done my job” or “I am finished helping my teen focus on their faith.” Unfortunately
some parents tell their teenagers to just get Confirmed and that will be enough and after
Confirmation they can decide if they will pursue the life of Faith on their own.
This is really a flawed understanding. Confirmation is the “end of the beginning” and the teen’s
decision to accept the responsibility to live their life of faith within the Catholic Church. Our
Confirmation Candidates this coming year will profess their faith as part of the Rite of
Confirmation. They are making the decision to live the Catholic Faith, profess the Catholic
Faith and then be Confirmed in the Catholic Faith. It is not the other way around .. meaning
… we are not Confirmed first and then decide later if we believe and wish to live as a Catholic.
That is backwards. This is a great point of reflection for all of us as adults. It is our role to
share and live our Faith and so inspire the next generations to do the same. It is our duty to
allow our youth to freely choose to be Confirmed within the Church.
These reflections go along perfectly with our Gospels during the Season of Easter. We have
been hearing from the Gospel of John. This Gospel speaks clearly of the decision to follow or
not to follow. John is clear that we have a choice to either follow Jesus or not. We have that
freedom. John is also clear that there is not a third option. We hear clearly that Jesus is The
Good Shepherd. He is The gate for the sheep. He is The way, The truth and The life. Jesus
is The vine and we are the branches.
This Sunday we hear from John that, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
This statement again is clear and direct and does not offer a third option for partial credit. The
Gospel goes to the point to acknowledge that other options exist in the world. In the next
couple of weeks, the Gospels will remind us that the Father will “give you another Advocate
to be with you always, the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it neither
sees nor knows him.” Ultimately we live this definite decision by, as St. Peter states in today’s
second reading, sanctifying Christ as Lord in your heart.
This Sunday we reflect on the meaning of our decision to follow Christ. Do you see it as “the
definite” or do you try to forge a third path blending the secular world with the values of the
Gospel, thus creating a blend of values? Are you able to see Jesus as The only path to follow
and do so by sanctifying Him in your heart? Do you find it hard to follow all of Jesus’
teachings each and every moment of the day, every day of the week? Thankfully, for most, if
not all of us, the answer is “yes” – it is difficult to do. Even if it is difficult, are we still focused
on honestly striving for it, or have you accepted a third path that you feel is good enough?
Proposing Confirmation Dates
The diocese has set a deadline for proposing Confirmation 2022 date of June 1st.
Remember these are our recommendations, it is his decision when he comes. The
following is what we have discussed and are proposing for dates:
1st Choice - February 26 or 27
2nd Choice – April 23 or 24
3rd Choice – February 19 or 20
Parishes coming together for a regional celebration with the Bishop is always an
option. Time and place to be determined by the Bishop’s office.
If there are any concerns or conflicts regarding any of these dates, please contact the
office at 796-4666.

Parish Council Meetings Scheduled
St. Joseph Parish – Tuesday, May 18th at 7 PM
St. Wilfrid Parish – Wednesday, May 19th at 7PM
St. Charles Parish – Thursday, May 20th at 7 PM

Coming Events
June 7th & 14th – Bishop’s Fishing Tournament
Benefiting Seminarian Education
June 7th at Big Stone City, SD; June 14th at Pierre

2021 Pro Life Essay Contest – For Grades 7-12.
Accepting entries now! Find additional
information at www.sdrighttolife.org
Deadline: November 1, 2021

Saint Bernardine of Siena’s Story
(September 8, 1380 – May 20, 1444)
Most of the saints suffer great personal opposition,
even persecution. Bernardine, by contrast, seems more like a
human dynamo who simply took on the needs of the world.
He was the greatest preacher of his time, journeying across
Italy, calming strife-torn cities, attacking the paganism he found
rampant, attracting crowds of 30,000, following Saint Francis of
Assisi’s admonition to preach about “vice and virtue, punishment
and glory.”
Compared with Saint Paul by the pope, Bernardine had a keen
intuition of the needs of the time, along with solid holiness and
Boundless energy and joy. He accomplished all this despite
having a very weak and hoarse voice, miraculously improved
later because of his devotion to Mary.
When he was 20, the plague was at its height in his hometown
of Siena. Sometimes as many as 20 people died in one day at
the hospital. Bernardine offered to run the hospital and, with the
help of other young men, nursed patients there for four months.
He escaped the plague, but was so exhausted that a fever
confined him for several months. He spent another year caring
for a beloved aunt whose parents had died when he was a child,
and at her death began to fast and pray to know God’s will for
him.
At 22, he entered the Franciscan Order and was ordained two
years later. For almost a dozen years he lived in solitude and
prayer, but his gifts ultimately caused him to be sent to preach.
He always traveled on foot, sometimes speaking for hours in
one place, then doing the same in another town.
Especially known for his devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus,
Bernardine devised a symbol—IHS, the first three letters of the
name of Jesus in Greek—in Gothic letters on a blazing sun. This
was to displace the superstitious symbols of the day, as well as
the insignia of factions; for example, Guelphs and Ghibellines.
The devotion spread, and the symbol began to appear in
churches, homes and public buildings. Opposition arose from
those who thought it a dangerous innovation. Three attempts
were made to have the pope take action against him, but
Bernardine’s holiness, orthodoxy, and intelligence were
evidence of his faithfulness.
General of the Friars of the Strict Observance, a branch of the
Franciscan Order, Bernardine strongly emphasized scholarship
and further study of theology and canon law. When he started
there were 300 friars in the community; when he died there were
4,000. He returned to preaching the last two years of his life,
dying while traveling.
Patron Saint of: Advertising, Gambling, Italy and Public
Relations
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saintbernardine-of-siena

Prayer – Participation – Generosity
St. Joseph: 05/09 – Env. (18) $800; CFSA $75; Mass Intentions
$20; Total $895
St. Charles: 02/13 – Env.(8) $355; Total $355
St. Wilfrid: 05/09 – Env. (35) $1737; Loose $123; Mass
Intentions $30; Votive Candles $6; CFSA $1000; Total $2896
Pope Francis Opens Ministries
of Lector and Acolyte to Women
In many parts of the world women serve and read at Mass. But
until now they were not officially established in the role with the
liturgical rites associated with the ministry of an acolyte or lector.
They performed the role “by temporary designation,” under Canon
230 §2 of the Code of Canon Law.
On Jan 11, Pope Francis published an apostolic letter issued motu
proprio (which means “on his own impulse” in Latin), modifying
canon law regarding women’s access to the ministries of lector and
acolyte. In the document, Spiritus Domini, the pope changed
Church law so that women can be formally instituted to the lay
ministries of lector and acolyte.
Why were the roles of lector and acolyte previously reserved to
men? The ministries were traditionally reserved to men because
they were associated with what were known as the “minor orders”
of priesthood; stages on the way to priestly ordination.
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/246032/pope-francis-opensministries-of-lector-and-acolyte-to-women-a-cna-explainer

Our Parish Community
Four Corner News
St. Joseph Parish

St. Wilfrid Parish
First Communion Celebration on Sunday, May 16. There
will be baskets in the back (vestibule) of the church for each
student.
Senior Baccalaureate Mass on May 23.
CDA Mass and Meeting Wed., May 19. Mass at 4pm with
Rosary and Meeting at 4:45pm.
Ministry schedule
Date
Greeter/Usher/G.B.
Lector
E. Min.
Servers
16-May First Communion Class B Steichen B Steichen, E & T White
B White
23-May
Senior Class
C Fry
C Fry,
E & B Fry
S Rankin

Volunteers needed for the all-church concessions
group for the Foothills Rodeo June 5 and 6. Confirmation
students welcome. Call Cindy with any questions, or to
volunteer at 539-9032.
Need a new parish representative(s) for St Joseph on
the Wessington Springs Church Concessions
committee. Cindy Hine is stepping down after 15
years. Duties include helping to plan concessions for
Foothills Rodeo, Kyle Evans Wagon Train, and Bull Bash,
and recruit volunteers for working the concessions. There
are approximately seven to eight meetings from April thru
September. Profits from these events are split between the
seven area churches.
Call Cindy with any questions, or to volunteer at 539-9032.
Ministry schedule

Money Counters:
16 May – Diane & Skip Larson
23 May – Drew and Jennifer Hansen

Date Lector
E. Min
Servers
16-May Alicia Julie and Mona Roesler Girls
23-May Todd Todd and Hilary Grohs family

St Charles Parish

Gift Carrier
Quinten &
Landon
Emma &
Grady

Rosary
Alicia
Darold

Ministry schedule

Date
15-May
22-May

Servers
Evie
Carley

Lector
Ed Grassel
Steff Edwards

Memorial Day Services planned at Crow Lake Cemetery.
Memorial Day, May 31 at 4 PM
Fr. Kevin Doyle officiating
(Rosary at 3:30 PM)

The Silver Rose
will be stopping at St. Wilfrid’s
on Memorial Day, May 31st
Share the message of Our Lady of Guadalupe and promote respect for life
by participating in this meaningful pilgrimage. The Silver Rose program
demonstrates the unity between Knights of Columbus in Canada, the
United States and Mexico, through a series of prayer services promoting
the dignity of all human life and honoring Our Lady.
Each year, from early March through mid-December, Silver Roses are stewarded by
Knights of Columbus councils along routes from Canada to Mexico. Every stop the
Silver Rose makes throughout the pilgrimage is a rosary-centered occasion for Knights,
parishioners and community members to pray for respect for life, for the spiritual
renewal of each nation, and for the advancement of the message of Our Lady of
Guadalupe.

St. Joseph Parish is
hosting a

Lumen Christi team
(formerly Totus Tuus)

June 6-11th
Lumen Christi is a formation program
for young adults in our diocese.
Their missionaries are individuals who
hunger for the love of God
and desirous to share.
More Information to come!

More details to come for the program on May 31st.

This year marks the 26th Annual
Bishop’s Fishing Tournament!
Monday, June 7, 2021 at Big Stone City-Lake Side Park
Monday, June 14, 2021 at Oahe Downstream Recreation Area (five miles north of Pierre)
We are challenging all Knights of Columbus to get involved by sponsoring a team in the Knights Challenge. A traveling trophy is
awarded to the Knights of Columbus tea with the most total fish weight. Teams must include two of the following: Knight of
Columbus member, Priest, youth or an Honorary Knight.
For information and registration:
https://ccfesd.org/events/bishops-charity-fishing-tournament/

